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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  
Held Wednesday 23 October 2019 at 4.10pm  
Mainland Room, The Chamber, 57 Kilmore Street, Christchurch 
 

 
 
1 Welcome to Guests 
 

Andrew Logie (President) welcomed members, Chamber life members, current Board members and 
the staff from the Canterbury Employers’ Chamber of Commerce (The Chamber) to the 2019 AGM.  
Andrew acknowledged the following in attendance:  

 
▪ Kirk Hope, CEO of BusinessNZ 
▪ Joanna Norris, CEO of ChristchurchNZ 
▪ John Luxton, Avon City Ford  
▪ Andrew Turner, Christchurch City Councillor  

 
Welcome to guest speaker Corin Dann, political commentator from Radio New Zealand who after 
the AGM formalities will provide an overview and analysis of the domestic political landscape and 
what businesses can expect in the lead up to the 2020 general election.  
 
Andrew acknowledged and thanked our local Ford dealers Avon City Ford and Team Hutchinson Ford 
for supporting the AGM.  
 

 
2 Apologies 
 

29 apologies were received for the AGM and are appended to the minutes.  
 
 
3 Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2018 
 

The minutes of the AGM held on 17 October 2018, having been made available to the member’s 
present, were taken as read and signed as a true and correct record. 

 
Moved:  Allan Williams 

Seconded:  David Halstead 
Carried 

There were no matters arising. 
 
 

4 President Comments – Andrew Logie  
 

Andrew reported a positive year in terms of strong engagement with members and achievement of 
The Chamber strategic objectives. Further detail on the financial position and annual report are 
available on The Chamber website.  
 
Andrew reflected on this first year as President and 25 year association with The Chamber. The Board 
is pleased to support Leeann Watson through the next stage of The Chambers evolution to ensure it 
is fit-for-purpose and well-positioned for the future.  
 
There has been an increased focus on advocacy and Andrew has personally seen the impact of The 
Chambers strong advocacy position in his roles on the Boards of BusinessNZ and the New Zealand 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry. Chamber advocacy work has included raising the profile of 
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and submitting on key issues in the media, government policy, and external representation by many 
of The Chamber team on local and national working groups and Boards.  
 
There has been greater value from partnership with BusinessNZ, which has been elevated to a new 
level of engagement with the leadership of Chief Executive, Kirk Hope. This relationship enables The 
Chamber to advocate on behalf of businesses to influence key policy changes that will significantly 
impact not just businesses, but our community. Pleasingly is the increased interest and engagement 
by Ministers and industry leaders choosing The Chamber as a platform to engage with the local 
business community.  
 
The Board have been impressed by Leeann’s strong, decisive leadership over the last twelve months 
and thanked her and the hard-working Chamber team for everything they do in the interests of our 
members, the business community and the wider community of Canterbury.  
 
The merging of The Manufacturers’ Network with the Employers and Manufacturers Association, 
and The Chamber to unite and utilise combined services and resources to better support our 
manufacturing members is heartening.  
 
Andrew acknowledged those Board members stepping down – immediate Past-President Hugh 
Lindo, previous Vice President Stephen Bateman, Carl Davidson and Amy Carter. He also 
acknowledged The Chamber is welcoming a number of new faces to the Board today. Also, 
acknowledged were the Life Members John Francis, Stephen Collins, and Vincent Chew, all of whom 
passed away over the last twelve months. They were all greatly respected leaders in our community 
and played a significant role in helping to shape The Chamber. 
 
Lastly, Andrew thanked our valued partners and acknowledged our members who are at the heart 
of everything we do.  
 

 
5 Adoption of Annual Report and Financial Statements  

 
The motion to adopt the 2018/19 annual report and the 2018/19 statement of accounts was carried 
without dissent.  

 
Moved:  Peter Townsend  

Seconded:  Allan Williams  
Carried  

 
6 Appointment of the Auditors 

 
The President, Andrew Logie, thanked the Deloitte Audit Team for completing the 2018/2019 audit 
and acknowledged Yvonne Yang, Associate Director, Deloitte in attendance.  
 
The motion for the appointment of the auditors to be delegated to the incoming 2019/20 Board was 
carried without dissent.  

 
Moved:  David Halstead  
Seconded:  Hugh Lindo 

Carried 
 

 
7 Chief Executive Comments – Leeann Watson  
 

Leeann Watson welcomed the members and a brief video played outlining The Chambers 
achievements throughout the year.  
 
Key comments from her update included:  
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▪ The Chamber has had a positive year - strong engagement with our members and financial 
performance.  

▪ The organisation continues to be seen as an important stakeholder in Canterbury and New 
Zealand, with a strong voice on the issues that matter most to our members and our region. 

▪ The year has been one of change and The Chamber is gearing up for a rapidly changing future, 
both internally within The Chamber, but also supporting our members.  

▪ We have created a strategic plan that will transform the organisation over next three years. 
Our three strategic drivers of: redefining our business model, transforming our engagement 
and partnering for impact, will be underpinned by the commitment to deliver value to our 
members and a focus on people, culture, and commercial outcomes.   

▪ Our advisory team continues to be sought after, offering valuable customised advice keeping 
the business community informed and updated on key issues.  

▪ We have delivered the Government’s Regional Business Partner programme supporting 
businesses across Canterbury with innovation and R&D support funded by Callaghan 
Innovation and management capability support funded by NZTE.  

▪ Through our SkillsConnect Canterbury programme, over 240 businesses received advisory and 
training support and 116 new migrant job-seeking clients were assisted with employment 
support. 

▪ We have increased our influence through our advocacy work across a wide range of topics. 
This has resulted in regular engagement with both Local and Central Government seeking 
input on specific topics.  

▪ The Chamber has completed five submissions and a number of deputations on key issues that 
impact local business.  

▪ Through our affiliation with BusinessNZ, we have had a seat at the table of Government 
working groups.  

▪ We have also provided a Canterbury voice to advocacy undertaken by the New Zealand 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry. 

▪ Locally we have provided representation on a wide range of groups including the Christchurch 
City Council Central City Development Forum, Transport Liaison Group, the Canterbury Multi-
Use Arena Reference Group, and APEC 2021.  

▪ National representation includes Government appointments on the Small Business Council 
and the Trade for All Advisory Board.  

▪ We released our first Local Government Directive – a pre-election report in the lead-up to the 
2019 local election outlining our recommendations to Council. 

▪ This year we organised 72 events – ranging from inspirational world-class speaker events and 
policy briefings, to Women in Leadership, Next Gen and social networking events.  

▪ We held around 280 training courses, attracting 4,200 attendees. 
▪ Increased engagement by Ministers and industry leaders choosing The Chamber as a platform 

to engage with the local business community. 
▪ Westpac Champion Business Awards in their 17th year celebrated our region’s best, 

recognising and rewarding the organisations that embody innovation, excellence and success.  
 
This year marked The Chamber’s 160-year milestone, reinforcing The Chamber’s longevity and our 
unwavering focus on helping to empower people in business.  
 
Leeann acknowledged the devastating events of 15 March and the impact these had on our people, 
our city and our community.  
 
Our members and people are at the heart of everything The Chamber does. Leeann thanked our 
supporters, partners and stakeholders who continue to enable us to support business and 
acknowledged our Principal Sponsor Westpac, as well as our Major Sponsors Orion and Enable, and 
AGM sponsors Avon City Ford and Team Hutchinson Ford. Along with our election partners 
Electionz.com. 
 
Leeann thanked The Chamber Board who provide their time and expertise to support the 
organisation and our members and acknowledged those Board members stepping down, along with 
the passing of Life Members Stephen Collins, John Francis, and Vincent Chew.  
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Leeann thanked the hardworking team at The Chamber who are passionate about supporting our 
members, in particular General Manager, Michaela Blacklock, Executive Assistant, Claire McOscar 
and our Communications and Advisory Advisor, Kirsten Wick who support Leeann closely. 
 
Lastly, Leeann thanked our members for their continued support.  The Chamber is proud of our role 
as the home and voice of Canterbury business. 

 
 

8 Life Membership – Dr Rod Carr  
 
On behalf of the 2018/19 Board, Andrew Logie recommended that the membership endorse an 
outstanding Chamber stalwart in receiving Honorary Life Membership.  
 
Dr Rod Carr was the Vice-Chancellor at the University of Canterbury (UC) and prior to that was 
Managing Director of the Jade Software Corporation Ltd.  Rod has had a distinguished career in the 
banking sector, which included holding the position of Acting Governor of the Reserve Bank of New 
Zealand. Rod was also a valued and engaged member of The Chamber Board from 2006-2018. He 
helped strengthen the relationship between The Chamber and UC and always provided a very 
insightful view around the Board table.  
 
Unfortunately, Rod was unable attend the AGM but a brief acknowledgement video was played. 
 
Moved that Dr Rod Carr be bestowed with honorary life membership to The Chamber. 

 
Moved:  Robyn Galloway  

Seconded:  David Halstead 
Carried 

 
 
9 Election of the Board of Directors 2019/20 
 

The Chief Executive, Leeann Watson, announced and congratulated the five elected Board members 
as follows: 

 
▪ Benjamin BADGER, KPMG (re-elected) 
▪ Melissa DAVIES, SilverDelta Ltd  
▪ Paul DEAVOLL, Orion New Zealand Ltd  
▪ Matthew MARK, Christchurch City Mission  
▪ Charlotte SULLIVAN, Auburn Marketing  

 
The new Board will meet on Monday 11 November 2019 and will appoint the President, and two 
Vice-Presidents. 

 
  

10 General Business 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 4.40pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Read and confirmed:  ___________________________________         Date:   ____________________ 
 
 
The Annual General Meeting was followed by a presentation from Corin Dann, Radio NZ political commentator 
with Q+A Panel with Kirk Hope, BusinessNZ.  



 

APPENDIX 1 
AGM Apologies  

 
 
1. John Barr, Ayrshire E.B.A. Limited  

2. Greg Campbell, Ravensdown  

3. Mayor Lianne Dalziel, Christchurch City Council  

4. Richard Ballantyne, Life Member 

5. Syd Bradley, Life Member  

6. Aaron Pickett  

7. Greg Allnutt, Advisory Works  

8. Malcolm Johns, CIAL  

9. Rob Howie, Westpac 

10. Mike Sang, Ngai Tahu  

11. David Ward, Ashburton District Council  

12. Roger Barker, Life Member 

13. Mike Hoshek, Deloitte 

14. Peter Davie, Lyttelton Port and Life Member 

15. Rob Jamieson, Orion NZ Ltd  

16. Dieter Adam, TMN 

17. Bill Bayfield, ECan 

18. Brett O’Riley, EMA Northern 

19. Raymond Skoglund, EMA Northern  

20. Cheryl de la Rey, University of Canterbury  

21. Jim Palmer, Waimakariri District Council  

22. Mark Forward, Westpac 

23. Lisa Tumahai, Ngai Tahu 

24. Craig Latimer, NZTE 

25. Anthony Wright, Canterbury Museum 

26. Mayor Neil Brown, Ashburton District Council  

27. Dawn Baxendale, Christchurch City Council 

28. Carl Davidson, Research First 

29. Trevor Edwards, Superheat Ltd 

 

 


