
 

Peter McDougall 
 

What are your views on the Council’s current asset base and asset sales? Would you be open 
to an independent review of the Council’s current stance? 

I understand the Council's current asset base intimately and I don't believe we need to waste 
money on an independent review. In my view it is relatively straight forward. 19.99% is the magic 
number. First cab off the rank would be the Airport. I believe it should be floated on the stock 
exchange with Council retaining a 19.99% corner stone shareholding. Ratepayers would be 
allocated a certain number of shares they could take up and I expect KiwiSaver funds would also 
love to have a piece of the action. I expect shares would be priced around the $2.50 per share 
mark, be oversubscribed and raise in excess of $2bn. Next cab off the ramp would be Orion. 
Similar scenario would raise $1bn. Then the Port. I expect Enable would be an off market 
strategic sale. Total raised = $4bn+. Council will then be debt free with close to $1bn in the bank. 

 

What is your view on current rate levels and increases? What would you do to attract more 
business and people to increase the rate base and raise capital? 

Appalling! Make the city a more attractive place to want to live and do business. I have been 
doing a lot of door knocking in Papanui and people are starting to talk about the city now being 
too expensive to live in. Rates and insurance being their biggest concerns. 

 

What would you do to help the Council become an enabler for business? 

Review how rates are calculated. There is no doubt that higher valued properties are paying a 
dis-proportionately high amount. I am not sure of the situation regarding business rates 
however if they are paying relatively too much then an adjustment needs to be made for a fairer 
system. 

 

What needs to be done to ensure we are building a vibrant central city and attracting foot 
traffic into the CBD? 

I think it is already happening with the Fletcher Living development. I am uncertain as to how 
successful they have been. We desperately need a new stadium. It’s good to see the Metro 
Sports facility has finally started being built. Its only five years behind! The new convention 
centre should also help the central city. 

 

Do you believe that we need a stronger weighting given to the business voice in Council 
decision-making? If so, how will you do this? 

No not really. I believe Council needs to redefine what is core business and look to deliver their 
services more economically. 

 

 

 



 

Do you think there is appropriate resourcing for activation and city promotion, to positively 
shape perceptions of our city and increase our national and global relevance? What would 
you do to address this? 

Yes I think Vbase does a good job of promoting the city and I think there are other organisations 
that also promote the city. 

 

What do you think needs to be done to ensure key city assets are fit-for-purpose, future-
focused, accessible and affordable? 

Social Housing is in urgent need of a significant investment upwards of $200m to bring its 
housing stock back up to 2600 units and in a livable condition. It currently costs $225k to build a 
new one-bedroom unit. Social Housing needs 600-900 new units. Council needs to invite local 
building companies to come up with solutions that are more economical e.g. container housing 
and tiny temporary housing like what is happening in Melbourne. What Council is currently 
doing with this Housing Trust is a sick joke! They are in denial. Citycare needs to be put on 
notice. It’s been a complete failure. I think the only solution is to bring it back into Council. I 
would bring the Building Control unit under the umbrella of CCHL along with the Recreation and 
Sport Busines Unit and Vbase. These all have strong revenue streams and need a more 
commercial focus with boards that have both Council representatives and one or two outside 
independents on the board. I would like to see public transport (Red Bus) made more accessible 
and affordable particularly for youth. 

 

Do you agree/disagree with the Council’s current public standpoint on climate change, and 
what would you do to help businesses prepare for implications of this global issue? 

I disagree. This should be led by central government with Council following their lead. It’s not a 
priority for me. What I have stated above is my priority. 

 

What would you do to encourage greater alignment and collaboration with local and central 
government agencies, and neighbouring Councils? 

Unfortunately, I think we got off on the wrong foot right from the start after the earthquakes 
and Gerry Brownlee was the wrong man for the job. It hasn't got much better since. I think that 
is why we are in the mess we are currently in and things like the Stadium, the Metro Sports 
facility and the inner-city development have been so slow to progress. As a city we have tried to 
have our cake and eat it. The people who work in Treasury and the policy advisors in Wellington 
are a lot smarter than the ones we have in Council. They understand how strong our Balance 
Sheet is. We haven't played ball. We need to take control of our own destiny and the best way to 
start is by selling down our four major assets as mentioned above. Then I think the Government 
will then engage with us more favourably. 

 

Please include any comments that you think would be relevant for businesses operating in 
Christchurch.  

I think I have said enough above other than to say I am pro-business. 


