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Budget overlooks business wellbeing 
 

Budget 2019 largely overlooks one of the key drivers of people’s wellbeing – their livelihoods, says Canterbury 

Employers’ Chamber of Commerce Chief Executive Leeann Watson. 

 

Unveiled earlier today, Budget 2019 utilised the Treasury's Living Standards Framework to inform the 

Government's investment priorities and funding decisions. 

 

“This is not a Budget that will transform our economy,” says Ms Watson. “While it will go down in history as 

the first wellbeing Budget, it does not go far enough in terms of supporting businesses to enable growth. 

 

“We are generally supportive of the concept and impetus behind the wellbeing framework, but it doesn’t 

work if we don’t have the financial wherewithal to fund those wellbeing initiatives. The key aspect that has 

been overlooked is an explanation of how the wellbeing Budget approach might assist business growth and 

reduce the burden on business.”  

 

Ms Watson says that while this was not a ‘business Budget’, there were aspects of the Budget that would be 

welcomed by the business community.  

 

“It was positive to hear the Government’s $300 million fund for investing in venture capital markets, with a 

particular focus on mid-sized businesses, as well as the $157 million allocated to help support start-ups 

focused on innovation to promote low-emissions. We also welcome the investment in infrastructure through 

the $1 billion earmarked for rail over two years. 

 

“At a local level we are very pleased to see the increase in funding for the Christchurch Schools Rebuild 

Programme, which will make a significant difference to our community. We also look forward to hearing how 

the confirmed funding for the Reform of Vocational Education will be parcelled out.” 

 
To explain what the Budget means for local business, The Chamber will be hosting a Post Budget Briefing 
with Hon. Grant Robertson on Friday 7 June, 12noon – 2pm.  
 
For a summary of the budget please click here. 
 
- ENDS - 
 
Media are welcome to cover the above event – please RSVP to info@cecc.org.nz  
 
For more information, or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
Leeann Watson 
Chief Executive  
027 447 7775 
 
The Chamber is a not-for-profit membership-based service organisation that has been the home and voice of business in 

the Canterbury region since 1859. Comprised of over 2,800 members, The Chamber’s purpose is to empower people in 
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business by providing advisory and consultancy support in employment relations, human resources, health and safety, 

international trade, migrant support, research and development grants, and training and development in many areas. 


